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E QUESTION OF
 RACE TRADITION

Society For Historical Research
Hears Subject Discussed.

LEARNED OPINION BY LOCKE

Rhodes Scholarship Student In Phile-
sophic Address Says the Desire to
Preserve the Past Connects Us to =
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such sn admission should ena
way of contrast to realize rati
own position, our own deriva
jegiances, and to beip us to build
dition a tradition worthy of our
loyalties

Instead, therefore, of belittling
great contrast of Aryan culture should
make it more meaningful to bs a Negro.
The Negro's attitude toward his past has

i
i;igl

g
U
g i

Racial Consciousness—Race Stands
Between Two Heritages.

Yonkers, N. Y.—The year end meet- I
g of the Negro Hesearch soclety beld |
recently at the residence of the presi.
dent, Mr. John Edward Bruce, in this |
city, was made notible by the presence
of Alain Le Hoy Locke, who is a grad-
wate of Oxford university. He bears
the distinction of belng the only mem-
ber of the race to win one of the
Rbodes scholarships. Mr. Locke was
the principa! speaker on this ocvasion.
and 8 reception was given iu bis bon
or by the soclety in view of the fact
that he Is to return to Berlin in Jaw-
wary to complete his studies.

Mr. Locke's subject was “The Negro
aod a Race Tradition.” He spoke in |
part as follows:

A historical soclety stands primarily as
the expression of a practical duty toward
a corporule past, and a Negro historica'
society stands therefore for an avowed
duty toward a raclal past. The Negro has
special dutles and specific problems with
regard 1o his past; but. however specific
and special these duties and problems
are, the duties and problems of any peo-
pie In their ncquisition of historical mind-
edness in the establishment of a tradition.
Although the American Negro faces what
all thoughtful observers must admit to be
a historical dilemma, he can avold it if
be wishes He has only 1o forget Oor re-
pudiate his past or as much of [t as he
deems wise and consistent to forget and

repudiate
As an American, Indeed, he ear clam
of tak

the high but dangerous privilege

—

ALAIN LE BOY LOCKE

Ing large libertles with his past both im
the direction of adoption and that of re-
pudiation. As an American he Ccan exer-
cise the rights of & mental republican
He can begin anywhere and claim any-
thing. The question is therefore whether
or not the Negro wishes 1o have a sepa-
rate history, apart from the general hls-
tory of this country, or what justification
there Is other than the purely sentimental
reasons he sometimes gives himsell and
the wholly unjustifigble reasons usually |
given him for having e separate tradition
in contrast or addition to the tradition he
can acquire and clalm as an American,
enjoying theoretically at least all of the
benefits of free education and democratic
iInstitutions

For very different reasons and very di-
wverse bhopes then the speaker fouad him-
oelf forced to belleve in & race history
and a race culture. The desire to preserve
our past commils us 10 4 racial conscious-
mess and requires of us the development
of a sense for corporate Interestz and des.
tinies. Indeed the tendencies and facts
which threaten the solidarity and perpe-
tulty of a distinet Negro tradition In this
country majy prove the ultimate stumbling
blocks In the way of our progress. The
historical dilemma of the American Ne-
Ero is the painful position of standing be-
tween two herltages, one losi, the other
mot Tully wcquired: the one something for
which we have as yet no definlte use and
the other something which may not have
permanent satisfaction for us

This situstion is both the poice and the
reward of the Negrm's uniyue history.
Later hie may be as anxious to take the
advantages of the niternatives as he is at
present (0 escape the disadvantages of
this situation. Our Intellectual end spir-
ftual problems have a Jdifersnt point of
origin from soclal or political or econom-
fc issues we face. and 1hey are as likely
o have a different solution. Wistory and
culture, st all evente, are xnown anly as
the stiributes of nstlone and races  One
CERNNOL raisr the question of history with-
Ut ralsing the guestion of race or na-
tonality

Any one who surveys atl all closely the
estale of culture or the field of history
will find 1wt it has its fences and propri-
etary rights, quite as material In thelr
way as the fencrs aml property deeds of
any civilized community. They will see
that no people has acquired a passport 1o
culture, citizenship and the exchange civil-
les wf clvitization until It has cultiveted
it own land. s own tradition and evolved
its own culiure. A peopie that procesds
upon any other assumption is threatened
under 1he preseni fmcts at least with the
fate of mentu: pariahs Eace Is not only
the key 1o history. as Disrsell said: It »
the most jegitimate and Indisputable clalm
to educsation and culture

We as Negroes need to distinguish
sharply between the claim of education
and the clalm of 2 mental birthright It
may even be that we shall have 10 choose
between ihem on certain occasions Cer-
tainiy we must ailways bear the distinction
in mind. The very accidents of our birth
and history make for us a clalm upon a
civilization and a herfiage of ideas which
B0 amount of mentzl lugglery and self
sought myntificatien cun rvncen!l from e
AN DOT QUrs iy the same lHHerml seaee 1het
it Ia the heretitan culiure and plsiory of

| ment of the birth claim 1o ldess under-

hitherto been a sentimental and mistaken
one. There are grave dangers and diffi-
culties In schieving & new attitude, but &
new one must be achieved We might in
time succeed In getting the first slave
ship into a historical perspective, which
would make it a spiritual Mayflower of
freedom from the handicaps of a tropical
climate, but better than this would be an
sttitude which would lnsist upon the full
and remotes: tradition of the race. As &
patriot the American Is satisfied to go
back as far as the Mayflower, but as &
scholar he Is forced 1o go back a little
farther. We have then the phenomenon
of Agnglo-Saxon tradition, Angio-Saxon
civilization, Aryan culture! It should be—
indeed It must be—the same with us The
American Negro must in time change his
attitude toward the past. The stamp of
the sbolitionist experience and appeal is
still upon us It deserves to be an indell-
ble memory flut the sentimental tles
which bind us 1o the abolltionist perfod of
our histor. must not be allowed 10 con-
trol weur historical attitudes A genera-
tfon that has not lved through such &
time can never be expected to care for
race history in exactiy sume way. Al-

ready the syounger gener lon is lapsing
from that s tipmentol al owde amnd it s
well, =lnces the alis | 2% 2 fresdl us
physically will Wever tive as . entall I
binds us ! e whnt ks o all, only
one v i e e il I herpE us
from the e i C I a1-
titude ¢ t ‘e

maln in ‘ ! f Y. Arther-
fcan Bealat ' T | Quixotie
whim of preaple thatl Cishes to befa
Bistory ail wver wzain W sLmol alord
to let our regand fur our comedialte past
blind us 10 the remote raciel past, u past

which stands in nesd of putient cud pains-
taking scholarship to mwover, bul even

mote perhaps in need of 8 wurthier his-
torical ut pde 1o gocept |

American Lo o0t amd =chwdarship are in
process of Livewcndig out in the name of
culture il for the sake of tradition a
period of reconstructive scholarship is be-
ginning. » period that will retrieve the
necessary dumage of the demooratic se-
cession This is being done that the

American of culture need not have to pay
the high pwice of eéxpatriation for his cul-
ture OQur situation s parallel. Our in-
voluntary transpertation s analogous to
the coloniu! Americans’ voluntary revolu-
tlon. W must, like him, go back to claim
as tradition and culiure all we have

broken with as government and authority. |
There is for us no aliernative to turning |
back toward an African aml racial past |
But such a course nesd no more Interfere |
with our entering into the full herltage |
of a liberal education than race loyalty
to Anglo-8axon civillzation interferes with |
American patriotism.

America, standing, as It does, for the
common ownership of the utllities of civ-
fiization, cannot stand for Lthe amalgama-
tlon of culiures America, nt nll events,
Is not sure of her own mental nationality,
and behind the traditions] uniformities of
American life and thought it is significant
to find certain latent racla) tralts and
traditlons In process of development and
amsertion. The fear that the acknowledg-

mines the republican clalms 1w fres insu-
tutions, the fear that a sense for race his-
tory and tradition shuts one out from an
Impersonal and more Inclusive participa-
tlon in general history and culture. can ]
only be indulged by those who misunder- I
stand the trend of American Institutions

3 per cent allowed

JESSE BINGA
BANKER

S, E, Cor, State and 36th Place, Chicago
Telephone Douglas 1565

on Savings Accounts

Safety Deposit Vaults, $3.00 per Year

REAL ESTATE DEPARTMENT
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Asageut buy and sell Real Estate on commission, manages estates lor non-resi-
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The Cranford Apar(ment

The finest building ever opened to Colored tenants in Chi

Steam heat, electric light, tile baths, marble entrance.

. W. Casey, Agent,
101 WASHINUTON STREET.

J

'Phone Randolph 803

Building. 3600 Wabash Ave.
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Sam’l |, Lee

PIANO CO.
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Pianos, Organs, Talking Machines and] Supplies.
Brass and String Instruments. Cash or Easy

Payments. A Open

Evenings till 10.30.

Phone Doug. 4558.

TUNING

REPAIRING

Indeed, (re=d Trom nallonal r ibilt-
ties and governmental ambitlons, racial
protensians are free in this country to de-
velop without opposition or misconstruc-
tion. Certainly America has offersd this
to other ruces. Not only have certaln
Irtah ambitions and hopes (mpossible of
realization elsewhere been realized in this
eountry, but thelr realization, while con-
tributory largely and patriotically to the
sum total of American achievement, has
reacted upon the whole stalus and weifare
of that ruce In lis native home. The Jew-
fsh communism iu this country further |
bas contributed to its racial life the world
over and stands today as the champlon of
some of [1s most significant reform move-
ments. Amnerica afTords the unigque possi-
bility of a race life and propaganda exist-
ing without contradicting nstional and
patriotic lovaities and responsibilities. |

The historical dilemma of the American |
Negro is a great culture problem. It Is
also a greal American problem. [ts solu-
tlon will prove or disprove whether or not
culture by adoption is possible and wheth-
er a rave cun exXist within a natlon with-
out disrupting the nation or contradicting
fteeif  If we accepl the burden of bLeing
an «xpecinent in thus land of experiment
it Is brcause we have additional reasons
These audditional reasons are the desire Lo
s0lve our own problems. to convert Ip-
vidious distinctions late others rational
And respected

Good Work of Wornen's Clubs In Texas.

The Motbers' clab of San Antonlo,
Tex.. conducts n Kindergarten in con-
nection with its regular work. The
Charity «lub In Heoustou is interested
in the Working Girls’ home, and the
Nurses' club in the sume town sustains
& oursery for the care of children
whose motlers bave to work out by
the day. These organizations Lave
come about largeiy through the Influ-
ence of the Btate Federation of Wo-
men's Clubs.

Glencos Club’s Most Speedy Runner.

Thomas Harris of the (Glencoe Ath-
letic club in New York bes agaln dem-
onstrated his ability as the most speedy
runner of the group. In the recent
three and s half mile contest be cov-
ered the distance In 21 minptes 30 sec-
onds. In the last half of the course

posed him, by 500 yards.

| tlon for =

Aryan peopies. This i= the crus nf the
problem from ihe side of oduceniion and
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SIRES AND SONS.

Herbert
of corpurstions

Roox Smith. commissloner
in Washington, bas

purchased Led Top, the former home |

of President Grover Cleveland.

Bpeaker Clurk mnde his first fee
when a youn: man by writing an ors-
college student who had
been elecied cvlass vrator and wanted
to get off something particularly fine.

Fernando Pico, son of the last Mex-
fcan guveruoer of Californin, lives with
his wife in an old stable on a raoch
in the Sauian Mouica wouunialns, He
is caretaker of the place, I'ico is sixty-
seven yeurs of age,

William Wallace Gllelirist, for thirty-
six consecutive yvears cooductor of the
Mendelssoln club. Philadelpbia, and
now in bis thirty seveuth year in that
capacity. holls the record for such
service in this country.

M. Peru. the last survisving pupil
of Chopin, recently gave his farewell
concert im I"aris. He |s over eighty
years of age. but remarkably vigorous,
and plays with all the deticacy which
tradition associntes with the art of the
great Polish pianist.

Senator Francis E. Warren of Wyo-
ming. now chairman of (he senate
commitiee on military affairs. was an

1 officer In the wiar DOLVWEED (ue cew.-.
‘ and received the congressional medal

of hopor for gallantry in the feld at
| the slege of 1'ort Hudson.

Current Comment.

Almost any seer will prophesy off-
hand that 1912 is going to be a year of
narest for schiddule K.—Deaver Repub-
I Hcan

The man who loverted internationnl
peace—if tnere Is such o man—bas not
yet got Lis invention in successful
working order.—Philadelphia Press.

China Is “ghting for freedom and
good government.” When she acquires
the latter we of the occident would
mightily like to know how she did It.—
Boston Transcript.

Dr, Cook declared in Pittsburgh that
be bad lecture dates booked for two
years abead. Barnum's immortal say-
ing finds fre<h corroboration dally.—
Pittsburgh Gazette-Times.

There ure forly memorials to Robert
Burus, of which twenty-seven are stat-
ges. During the last decade statues 1o
the poet have lwen erected at Toronto,
Melbourye, Deaver, Sydney, N, 8. W.;
Chicnge, Frederickton. N. B.: San
Fraoncisco and Milwaukee.
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REAL ESTATE
AT LOWEST PRICES

Easiest Term«to be_had in Chicago

Loaas on first and second Mortgages
Fire Insurance placed in any company

3517 State Street CHICAGO, ILL.

Phone Aldine 2532

]

STATE & WASHINGTON STS,

PATRON

WHERE EVERY

sSaves

ON EVERY PURCHA-E

Telephone Yards 603

. JOHN J. BRADLEY

Real Estate
Loans

Fire and Plate Glass Insurance

4709 S. HALSTED ST
CHICAGO

Phous Douglas 746

Automatic 71-8685

ROUMANIA BUFE

First-Class Cafe in Connection
GOOD MUSIC EVERY EVENING
37590 Btate Btreet (N. E. Comner)
e Chicago, Il

W. M. THOMAS

Telephone Oukland 1787

-« The BELLE MEADE CLU

Buffet and Cafe

FRANK H. LEWIS, Proprietor

SOTO Armour Ave,

Cor. 51st Street, Chicago

NOW IS TIME TO SUBSCRIBE TO
THE BROAD AX
$2.00 PER YEAR

Phone Douglas 4452 Automatic Phone T4-17s

The La Verdo Cafe and Buffet

3100-2 STATE STREET, CHICAGO
First Class Chinese and American Restaurant in Connection
High Class Entertainers
HARRY ]. KELLY, Proprietor

Hotel Brunswicls

Geo. W. Holt, Prop.

BUFFET, POOL AND BILLIARDS.

A- F— OOdOSOD HM'JODE"

Elite Buffet and Cafe

3030 JState Street

Phone Douglas 3268 Unas Harris, Manager

Phones Calumet 848 Automatic 63293

The Old Burton Bar
James M. Porter

Concert Every Afternoon
and Night

2262 S0. STATE STREET
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